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May 13, 2002

ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 02-37

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF REFUGEES AND OTHER NON-CITIZENS PREVIOUSLY HELD
IN “INDEFINITE DETENTION”

On June 28, 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision that non-citizens, after serving time
for a criminal conviction and given a final order of removal by the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS), cannot remain indefinitely in detention in the U.S. because their home country or
other countries will not accept them.

In a number of cases, aliens with final orders of removal originally came to the U.S. as refugees
or had another status that made them eligible for benefits and services.  These individuals, upon
release from detention, may come to county welfare departments (CWD) for assistance.

CWDs may be unable to make eligibility determinations because these individuals most likely will
lack the required documentation and the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE)
system will not contain the needed eligibility information.  CWDs are to contact the federal Office
of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) as ORR has developed a process with the INS to determine the
applicant’s original status, entry date and eligibility.  CWDs should use the process ONLY for
determining the status of individuals who have received a final order of removal but who have
been released from detention because they cannot be removed to their home country or any
other country.

Attached is ORR State Letter 02-03, that goes into greater detail on this subject and provides
instructions on who to contact at ORR and what information to provide.  ORR will notify the CWD
of status, entry date and eligibility by a fax.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Linda Keene, Refugee
Programs Branch, at (916) 654-2602 or e-mail at linda.keene@dss.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Original Signed by Bruce Wagstaff
On May 13, 2002

BRUCE WAGSTAFF
Deputy Director
Welfare to Work Division
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